
produced it on the back of
this bulletin. This week,
there are copies of ‘My
Day by Day’, which is a
little booklet which gives
you the Mass readings for
each day. You can use this
little booklet to do SOAP.
It even has a space for you
to write under the Gospel
your thoughts and prayer.
If you get into it, why not
take out a subscription to
My Day by Day and get
into reading the Bible each
day?

I am grateful to those who
have committed them-
selves to coming to the
opening of the Deanery
Visitation on Tuesday
evening. See you at Burs-
lem! Thanks also for the
prayers for the priests’
retreat in Ars this week,
which went very well. It’s
always a relief when things
I’ve organised go to plan!

Today is the feast of St
Therese of Lisieux, the
little flower. St Therese is
an enormously popular
saint, because, although at
her death she was com-
pletely unknown, the pub-
lication of her autobiog-
raphy ‘The Story of a Soul’
after her death made her
well known and loved. I
must admit, I don’t find it
easy to read St Therese’s
writings. They do use a lot
of images which are—let
me say it bluntly—a bit
‘girly’. However, in spite

of the language, what her
writings show are a real
deep love of the Lord, and
the depth that he reached
into her heart and drew
her to himself. St Therese’s
autobiography shows that
she had completely taken
in the teaching of St Paul,
about dying to self and
living to Christ. Her writ-
ing is almost like a testimo-
ny, in the form of a life
well lived, to what St Paul
talks about in his letters.

St Therese was constantly
reading the Scriptures, and
took from them the inspi-
ration for her prayer. We
too need to do this. You
will remember that, a few
weeks ago, at the begin-
ning of September, I spoke
about the need to read the
Bible each day, especially
the Gospels. And I gave
you a method to help you
to read: SOAP! I have re-

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST

SAINT OF THE WEEK
Bl Columba Marmion

1858-1923
Bl Columba was an Irish
monk, born in Dublin,
who was trained for the
priesthood in Rome and
was ordained for the Dio-
cese of Dublin, becoming a
professor at the seminary.
After five years in the par-
ish and seminary he felt the
call of the monastery and
became a monk at Mared-
sous in France. During this

time he came to see that
personal relationship with
the Lord was the essence of
the Christian call. He
wrote that he was gripped
by the desire of the Lord to
befriend him and of his
presence. He eventually
was elected Abbot and
came to be known for his
spiritual direction of souls,
and for his spiritual writ-
ings. He was beatified by
St John Paul II in 2000.
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions)
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm
Packmoor Sunday 6pm
You may also request Confession from one of the priests at
other times outside these advertised times.

Saturday 30th 6.30pm Holy Mass of Sunday George, Kathleen & Edward
Bridges

Sunday 1st 9.00am Holy Mass People of the Parishes

Twenty-Sixth 11.00am Holy Mass Pat Holmes

Sunday of the Year 1.00pm Baptism

6.30pm Holy Mass Sr M Rosarii

Monday 2nd 9.15am Holy Mass For a Job

Guardian Angels 2.15pm Holy Mass (in school) Private Intention

6.00pm Holy Mass Stephen Holmes

Tuesday 3rd 9.15am Holy Mass Deceased of Child Family

Feria 9.30am Morning Prayer

2.15pm Holy Rosary

Wednesday 4th 11.00am Eucharistic Adoration

St Francis of Assisi 12noon Holy Mass Ellen & George McHugh

Thursday 5th
Feria

7.00pm School 50th Anni-
versary Mass

Friday 6th 9.30am Holy Mass Holy Souls

St Bruno
First Friday

12noon Wedding Service Michael Simcock &
Michelle Hadnum

6.00pm Youth Evening

6.00pm Holy Mass Private Intention

Saturday 7th 9.15am Holy Mass Deceased of Quirk Family

Our Lady of the Rosary 6.30pm Holy Mass of Sunday Sheila Barron

Sunday 8th 9.00am Holy Mass Gerald Byrne

Twenty-Seventh 11.00am Holy Mass Kevin & Ethol Price

Sunday of the Year 6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK

OCTOBER MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY
This year is the 100th Anniversary of the apparitions of Our Lady at Fatima. The last of the appari-
tions happened on 13th October 1917. In all of the apparitions, Our Lady invited the three little
shepherds to urge people to do two things: to pray and to fast. In this month of the Holy Rosary, it
is time to take up the Rosary once again if we have left it to one side. Each of the twenty mysteries
represents an important moment in the life of Our Lord or Our Lady, and we meditate on this

while praying the Rosary prayers. If we can only pray one decade—one Mystery—each day, let us do this, and accompany it with
a small sacrifice or offering, of an inconvenience patiently dealt with, or an act of charity, or an act of fasting.
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PASTORAL

Parish Priest’s Surgery

The next Parish Priest’s surgery
hour, when Fr Julian can be seen for
any arrangements or enquiries, is on
Monday 2nd October at 7pm at St
Joseph’s Presbytery.

difficult otherwise. If anyone cannot
bear the cost, it will be subsidised.
Can you please let Fr Julian have the
conference fee of £150 as soon as
possible please?

Parish Mission Please pray for the
parish mission which will be taking
place at St Joseph’s, led by the Fran-
ciscans of the Renewal, 19th to 24th
May 2018 (Please note change of
date). Fr Bernard Murphy will be
with us together with the Franciscan
Sisters from Leeds.

RENOVATION

What next with Alpha? The next
Alpha will begin on
Saturday 4th No-
vember and will run
on Saturday morn-
ings at 9am until 6th
January 2018. May-

be this is the time for you to do Al-
pha? Maybe you know someone who
has turned away from faith, or whom
you know needs to find faith in Jesus.
Pray for that person, and then invite
them. Let’s get invitational!

Divine Renovation Conference
For those who are going to the Di-
vine Renovation Conference: please
note that we will now be departing
on the evening of Tuesday 17th Oc-
tober and staying two nights in Lon-
don for the conference, as the early
start to the schedule makes it very

50th Anniversary of Catholic
Education in Biddulph It is 50
years since English Martyrs’ School
opened in Biddulph. We will be cele-
brating the anniversary with a Mass
celebrated by Bishop McGough on
Thursday 5th October at 7pm. It will
be followed by a buffet and plaque
unveiling at the school. We need a
good attendance of past staff and pu-
pils and associated families. Please
spread the word to make this a great
celebration.

Month of the Rosary Before Sun-
day Masses starting next week we
will have the Rosary throughout the
month of October. Volunteers are
needed to lead the Rosary starting 20
minutes before each Mass. Please see
Fr Julian to volunteer to lead. Next
Sunday we pray the Joyful Mysteries.

Rome Pilgrimage Meeting For all
those who are going on the pilgrim-
age to Rome and Assisi there will be
a meeting on Thursday 12th October
at 7pm at St Joseph’s Goldenhill. If
you are coming on the pilgrimage,
please make every effort to come to
the meeting.

YOUNG PEOPLE

SOCIAL & OUTREACH

Cake Sale There will be a cake  sale
at Packmoor on Sunday 8th October
as part of the fund raising for the
youth pilgrimage.

Youth Evening Last week, Jonny
Leybourne, our new youth pastor for
our partnership of parihes, intro-
duced himself. We are inviting all of
our young people (aged 11 to 18) to
meet together on Friday 6th October

Sanctuary Lamps
This week the lamps are dedicated for:

St Johns: Jim Carr
All the sanctuary lamps at our four
churches are available for dedication. The
lamp burns all week—minimum donation
£5. Please see Fr Julian (or Tony Gian-
nasi for St John’s) to arrange.

Christmas Party The Friendship
Club Christmas Party will be on
Tuesday 12th December. Everyone is
welcome, whether you usually come
to the Friendship Club or not. Save
the date!

Biddulph & Packmoor Autumn
Fayre This year the fayre will be on
Saturday 18th November and will be
back at Biddulph Town Hall. Prize
Draw tickets will be on sale soon.
There are lists at the back of English
Martyrs’ church so you can sign up to
help. Also, please ensure you have a
some Grand Prize Draw tickets to
sell. The draw will be at the Fayre.

The Deanery Visitation begins this
Tuesday, 3rd October, with a Litur-
gy at St Joseph’s Burslem, presided
over by His Grace the Archbishop,
and Bishop McGough. Thank you to
the parishioners who have said they
will be attending and even if you
haven't put your name on the sign up
sheets you are still welcome to come
along.

His Grace will come to our par-
ishes on the weekend of 4th
and 5th November. He will
preach at each Mass and will want to
meet with parishioners during the
visit. As it is important that we be
present for the Visitation, parishion-
ers are asked to try to keep this time
free so as to be able to come to Mass
and meet with the Archbishop.

V ISITATION

to meet him, and for a time of prayer
and for food. The evening begins at
6pm and ends at 8pm. Please encour-
age the young people within this age
range to come along.

Go to Mass…
For someone who can’t

Around the world,
huge numbers of
Catholics cannot go
to Mass, because of
religious persecution.
Aid to the Church in

Need are launching a campaign for
those of us who can freely go to
Mass, to take on going to an extra
Mass each week, on behalf of—and
to pray for—someone who cannot. It
is such a simple thing to do, and such
a beautiful gift. It is this sort of spir-
itual offering which bears great fruit,
even if we cannot immediately see
that fruit. Which extra Mass are you
going to this week?



Entrance Antiphon: All that you have done to
us, O Lord, you have done with true judge-
ment, for we have sinned against you and not
obeyed your commandments. But give glory
to your name and deal with us according to
the bounty of your mercy.
Psalm Response: Remember your mercy, Lord.
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] If any-
one loves me he will keep my word, and my
Father will love him, and we shall come to
him. [Alleluia.]
Nicene Creed
Preface Ordinary Sundays I Eucharistic Prayer III
Acclamation: We proclaim...
Communion Antiphon: Remember your word to
your servant, O Lord, by which you have given
me hope. This is my comfort when I am brought
low.

THE DEANERY

FUNDRAISING

Collections
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid
£346.41, Non Gift Aid £221.78.
Total £568.19. Fr Hudson’s Care
£127.47.
Goldenhill Gift Aid £236.50, Non
Gift Aid £164.38. Total £400.88. Fr
Hudson’s Care £81.12.
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £222.00, Non
Gift Aid £200.79. Total £422.79. Fr
Hudson’s Care £149.41.

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove
This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20,
No.7 A Fell; 2nd Prize £10, No.90 K
Melvin; 3rd Prize £5, No.91 J
Clarke. Reminder that the monthly
subs are due this week.

APF Red Boxes Could the Gold-
enhill Parishioners bring their Red
Boxes to church during October so

Thinking about the Gospel
Matthew 21:28-32

Jesus gives us another parable in today’s Gospel. The first son represents the
most heinous sinners of Jesus’ day – tax collectors and prostitutes – who by
their sin at first refuse to serve in the Lord’s vineyard, the kingdom. At the
preaching of John the Baptist, they repented and did what is right and just.
The second son represents Israel’s leaders – who said they would serve God
in the vineyard, but refused to believe John when he told them they must
produce good fruits as evidence of their repentance. Once again, this week’s
readings invite us to ponder the unfathomable ways of God’s justice and mer-
cy. In the Epistle today, Paul presents Jesus as the model of that humility by
which we come to know life’s true path. Unlike Adam, the first man, who in
his pride grasped at being God, the New Adam, Jesus, humbled himself to
become a slave, obedient even unto death on the cross. In this He has shown
sinners – each one of us – the way back to the Father. We can only come to
God, to serve in His vineyard, the Church, by having that same attitude as
Christ. This is what Israel’s leaders lacked. In their vanity, they presumed
their superiority – that they had no further need to hear God’s Word or
God’s servants.

PARISH REGISTERS

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
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Baptism

Welcome to the family of the Church
to Niamh Violet Barnett, who will be
baptised at St John’s today.

Deaths

Of your charity please pray for the
soul of Patricia Clarke. Reception
into St John’s Church will take place
on Sunday 8th October at 5pm. Req-
uiem Mas for the repose of her soul
will be on Monday 9th October at
2pm.

Requiescat in Pace

Mass for Blessed John Henry
Newman There will be a deanery
Mass, organised by the Area Pastoral
Council, to pray for the Canonisation
of Blessed John Henry Newman, on
Friday 6th October at 7pm at Our
Lady & St Peter's, Stoke. The preach-
er is Fr Michael Miners.

RE Teacher Required St Thomas
More Catholic Academy are looking
for a temporary part time RE teacher
for January. For more information,

that they can be counted. Please hand
to Paul Pender. Thank you.

Sponsored Run Ashley would like
to thank everyone who sponsored
him for the 10K run. He raised £540,
which will be split equally between St
Joseph’s Church and the UCM. Well
done Ashley!

please look at  the website
www.stmca.org.uk and to apply
please send  an up to date CV to
jbeardmore@stmca.org.uk. Applica-
tions close on Monday 16th October.

SOAP!
Remember this from last month?  This week we have complimentary copies of October ‘My Day by Day’ with the daily
readings. SOAP is a way to get more from Bible reading. You can use the My Day by Day to underline, and write your
notes.
S—is for Scripture. Read the passage you have chosen slowly. Underline the words which stand out?
O—is for Observation. What do you see in these verses? What words are repeated? What idea stands out to you?
A– is for Application. What is God challenging you to do based on this passage? What changes do I need to make?
P—is for Prayer. Speak to God. Do you need help with obeying the word? What do you want to say to God? Say it!


